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First Sunday of Christmas
December 29, 2019

Mission Statement
To gather people together to hear the story of God’s love in Jesus Christ,

to be nurtured in faith and knowledge, and 
to share the Good News through word and deed.

Dana Nelson, Pastor
Ministers:  All members of Galilee 

145 North McCarrons Boulevard · Roseville, MN 55113-6923 · office: 651-488-6769

Church Office: office.galilee@gmail.com
Web Site: www.galileelutheranelca.com

www.elca.org
Office Hours · Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8 a.m. – noon. · Thursdays 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Galilee Evangelical Lutheran Church
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All Bible passages are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons,
Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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First Sunday of Christmas
December 29, 2019                                                                              9:30 a.m.

 As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of 
 innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from 
 our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations 
 and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to 
 redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old.

Serving in Worship this Morning

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Regular – Liturgist        Bold – Congregation          + Stand as able

GATHERING

   PRELUDE                        

  CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
   We confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
   We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 
   you have created. Forgive, restore and strengthen us through our Savior
   Jesus Christ, Amen.

 + GATHERING SONG                 O Little Town of Bethlehem                             Hymn #279

 + GREETING                             Response:  And also with you.

 + KYRIE           p. 138

 + CANTICLE OF PRAISE               This is the Feast                                                   p. 140

 + PRAYER OF THE DAY

Altar Guild: LouWanna Osterman
Assisting Minister: Barb Strenge
Lector: Barb Stenge

Organist: Tim Rand
Keyboard: Jiwhi Eo
Ushers: Ron & Miriam Peterson

ELW Setting 3
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WORD

 FIRST READING                                   Isaiah 63:7-9  
 God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own 
 presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in 
 celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely.

 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
     because of all that the Lord has done for us,
  and the great favor to the house of Israel
     that he has shown them according to his mercy,
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
 8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
  children who will not deal falsely”;
      and he became their savior
    9in all their distress.
     It was no messenger or angel
  but his presence that saved them;
     in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Pulpit Side: Psalm 82:1-2

Organ Side: Psalm 13:1-2

Pulpit Side: Psalm 82:3-5

Organ Side: Psalm 13:3-4

Pulpit Side: Psalm 82:6-8
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 PSALM 148                         
 (Spoken, alternating verses by each side of congregation) 
 Organ side:
  1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens;
  praise God | in the heights. 

 Pulpit side:
 2Praise the Lord, all you angels;
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
 3Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
  sing praise, all you shining stars.
 4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
  and you waters above the heavens.
 5Let them praise the name of the Lord,
  who commanded, and they were created,
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
  giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 7Praise the Lord from the earth,
  you sea monsters and all deeps;
 8fire and hail, snow and fog,
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
 9mountains and all hills,
  fruit trees and all cedars;
 10wild beasts and all cattle,
  creeping things and flying birds;
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
  princes and all rulers of the world;
 12young men and maidens,
  old and young together. 
 13Let them praise the name of the Lord,
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah!   
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 SECOND READING                              Hebrews 2:10-18  
 Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for 
 us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ,
	 	our	merciful	and	faithful	high	priest,	has	the	final	say	over	the	destiny	of	our	lives.

 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
 many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
 sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
 Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
 12saying,
     “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
 13And again,
     “I will put my trust in him.”
 And again,
     “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”
  14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
   the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the  
 power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in 
 slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, 
 but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers
 and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
 in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 
 are being tested.

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

  CHILDREN'S MESSAGE            

 + GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                          Alleluia                                                      p. 142
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 + GOSPEL                                      Matthew 2:13-23  
 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord. 

	 In	a	dream,	Joseph	is	warned	to	flee	to	Egypt	to	protect	the	infant	Jesus	from	the	
 jealousy of Herod.

 13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
 dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
 there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14The
 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and 
 remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
 the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
 he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or
  under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was
 fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
  wailing and loud lamentation,
 Rachel weeping for her children;
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
  Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
 for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the 
 child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
 Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
 there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 
 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
 through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON                                      
	 																													(A	time	of	silence	for	reflection	will	follow	the	sermon.)

 HYMN OF THE DAY                       What Child Is This?               #296
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 + NICENE CREED
 
 We believe in one God,
  the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is, seen and unseen.
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father;
  through him all things were made.   
   For us and for our salvation
   he came down from heaven,
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
   and became truly human.
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
   he suffered death and was buried.
   On the third day he rose again
   in accordance with the Scriptures;
   he ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
  who has spoken through the prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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 + PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION              
 ... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

 + PEACE                             The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
 The congregation is invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace using the   
 words “Peace be with you” and then be seated.

MEAL

 OFFERING                   
 (Children are invited to come to the altar with their offering for global missions.)    

 + OFFERING PRAYER

 + THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     p. 144 

 + THE LORD’S PRAYER       Our Father, who art in heaven                p. 145

 COMMUNION (by line)                     Lamb of God                                                     p. 146

 COMMUNION MUSIC             

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION               p. 146    

SENDING

 + BLESSING

 + SENDING SONG       Go Tell It on the Mountain                  #290

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

 + DISMISSAL                  All: Thanks be to God!      
            
    POSTLUDE                             



10

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME  Welcome to all guests and visitors. We are glad that we can worship together this 
morning. We invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. If you would like to sign up for an 
event, you can do so in the kiosk notebook. The Voice of Galilee, our monthly newsletter, is also 
available in the kiosk.

HOLY COMMUNION  Everyone of all ages is invited to celebrate Holy Communion. The real 
presence of Christ is celebrated in this sacrament. Communion today is served in a line, by 
intinction. The chalice with the white ribbon is grape juice.

GLOBE OFFERING The Galilee Sunday School Program has selected where our 2019 GLOBE 
Offering will go to:  “SCHOOL FEES AND UNIFORM FOR A GIRL.”  More than half of the world’s 
out-of-school children are girls. Many girls stay home to help their families by caring for younger 
siblings and gathering water. So far we have raised $1238.40 enough for thirty girls! Watch the 
bulletin board for the student’s progress. 

QUILTING GROUP We have a quilting group at Galilee. Welcome all! We meet the first and 
third Monday of each month. 1 p.m. However, in January, we will only meet January 6. Please 
join us!

ADULT CONFIRMATION & NEW MEMBER CLASS  Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Fridays January 
10 and January 17. 

REFRESHMENTS   Join us today after worship for refreshments in the fellowship hall. Thank 
you to Leesa Matthews (who is celebrating her birthday) and Cherie Garrod for hosting today's 
fellowship. Next week, we do not yet have a volunteer to provide refreshments.

CHRISTMAS CARDS  The Altar Guild is asking you to recycle your Christmas cards by donating 
them to us.  We make favors out of them and donate to a worthwhile organization.

DEEP GRATITUDE THANK YOU to Pastor Shen Lin for leading us in worship and preaching 
today, December 29th. Pastor Shen Lin is also on call for Galilee through January 3, if you 
need pastoral care while pastor Dana is out of town. Pastor Shen Lin's phone numbers are  
651-324-6898 or 651-636-5625.

FLOWERS today are in celebration of Bob Schmidt's birthday! Thank you, Bob and Darlene.
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      PRAYER REQUESTS
The prayers of the congregation are requested for: 

Terry Clasen (Karen Groebner’s brother)
Donna (Donis Colvin’s sister)
Terry Clasen (Karen Groebner's brother)
Family & friends of Carolyn Draxten (friend of  
   Lyn Grunewald)
Richard Eagan (Dawn Babin’s s/o)  
Family & friends of Earl Eberhart
Delaney Gill (granddaughter of the Schmidts)
Fred Hayes and Judy Hogan
Family & friends of Greg Hudalla,
        (Peter Solberg’s sister’s, husband)
Family & friends of Bruce Lee
Bruce Leonard

Patti Lindblom (friend of Lyn Grunewald)
Judith Londroche
Family & friends of Matt McIntyre
   (son of Solberg’s friends]
Brenda Meyer
Karen Murphy 
Barbara Ososki (Tom & Elaine’s mother)
Family & friends of Valerie Taylor (Veniessia 
   Taylor’s sister)
Uhominyi Parish, Tanzania
Minnesota Faith Chinese Lutheran Church
St. Paul Friends Nepali Church

All prayer requests are also supported through Galilee’s Prayer Circle.
We are delighted to pray for anyone and include their name on our prayer list, as well as mention them in 
the	intercessions	during	Sunday	worship.	Please	keep	the	church	office	informed	about	their	status.	We will 
keep these names on our prayer list for one month. If, on the other hand, you would like us to keep them on 
the prayer list for longer than a month, please call the church office.

UPCOMING EVENTS
      

December 30 - January 3 – Office closed
December 31  -  Family New Year’s Eve Party, 7 p.m.

January 12  -  Confirmation Celebration
January 19  -  New Member Sunday

28   Bob Schmidt
28   Leesa Matthews  
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  December 28 – January 4
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 THIS WEEK AT GALILEE

Sunday, December 29
Galilee Worship ......................................................................................................................  9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time ....................................................................................................................10:30 a.m.
Minnesota Faith Chinese Lutheran Church Worship  ............................................................ 11 a.m.
St. Paul Friends Church ....................................................................................... 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Vacuuming Duty: Abe Watson ................................................................................................. Evening

Monday, December 30
Office Closed

Tuesday, December 31
Office Closed

Donut Group ........................................................................................................................... 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 1
Office Closed

Thursday, January 2
Office Closed

Bible Study ...................................................................................................................................11 a.m.
Take Down Christmas Decorations .......................................................................................4:30 p.m.
Property Team Meeting ................................................................................................................6 p.m.

Friday, January 3
Office Closed

Saturday, January 4
Chinese Prayer ..............................................................................................................................6 a.m.

Sunday, January 5
Galilee Worship ......................................................................................................................  9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time ....................................................................................................................10:30 a.m.
Adult Forum/Sunday School & Confirmation ......................................................11 a.m./11:15 a.m.
Minnesota Faith Chinese Lutheran Church Worship Service  .............................................. 11 a.m.
St. Paul Friends Church ....................................................................................... 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Vacuuming Duty: Wayne Christensen ..................................................................................... Evening

  Large print bulletins are available on the left side pocket of kiosk, or ask the ushers for assistance.


